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From the MAssAcuusetTs Spy, No. 37° 


F it be true, that the exceptionable claufe in the late pro- 
clamation, was not propofed by Mr. Hutchinfon; but by 
ONE of the council ; yet there it ftands, and is neverthelefs 


exceptionable, and muft refle&t difhonour fomewhere, even. 


though it were inadvertently inferted. 


Ir is not denied, even by Mr. Hutchinfon’s friends, that 
the other part of the proclamation was drafted by him : We 
may confider him then as triumphing. over us as SLAVES, 
or perfons who have no priviledges ; and though he well 
knew it would be a piece of mockery, to lead us to the 
throne of grace, with thank{givings, for the prefervation of pri- 
viledges, which, by his means, in part, we have been deprived 
of ; yet he thought ft, with the advice of fix out of twenty- 
eight of his council, (‘fhe by H1s cRarFT, could make itsheir 
act) to infert it. a 

| 0 

We have need of the wifdom of ferpents, who are con- 
cerned with fuch rulers ; to be confidered by them as fools, 
is irritating ; for fools they muft think us, if they can imagine 
that we can complain of lofs of liberty in one breath, and with 


the next folemnly thank God for the prefervation of it. What 


account can be given for fuch condué, confiftent with com- 
mon honefty, mankind muft judge. 
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Ir would give me pain to harbour one thought, that the 
fix. members, who itis faid voted for the infertion of that 
impious paragraph, intended thereby to curry favour with the 
miniftry ; I cannot indulge fuch a thought, befides there is 
no danger that this people will ever receive a council ap- 
pointed by the Kino himfelf; And certainty it is unlikely, 
that if the reprefentatives of ‘this people thould once adopt 
fuch a fentiment of them, that thefe men fthould ever again 
be re-chofen into the council. Mr. Hutchinioa may think 
we are eafy, becaufe we have fo long waited for a redrefs of 
grievances ; but our patience is nearly exhaufted. It can- 
not be that we fhall bear much longer, to have our money 
forced from us.—-An Englifhman fhould never part with 2 
penny: but by his confent, or the confent of his agent, or repre- 
fentative, efpecially as the money thus forced from us, is to 
hire 2 man to TYRANNIZE over us, whom his Maer calls 
our Governor. This feems to be Mr. Hutchinfon’s fituation ; 
therefore I cannot but view him as a efurper, and abfolutely 
deny his jurifdiction over this people : and am of opinion, 
that any act of aflembly confented to by him, in his pretended 
capacity ofGevernor, is 7p/o fasto, null and void, and confequently, 
not binding upon us. A ruler, independent on the people, 
is amonfter in government ; and fuch a one is Mr. Hutchinfon ; 
and fuch would George the third be, if he fhould be rendered in- 
dependent on the people of Great-Britain. A Ma:ffachufetts Go- 
vernor, the King by compact with this seals may mominate and 
appoint, but not “pay : For his {upport, he muft ftipulate with the 
people, and until he does, he is no legal Governor ; without 
this, if he undertakes to rule, he isa USURPER. 
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Ir is high time then, my countrymen, that this matter 
was enquired into, if we have no conftitutional Governor, it 
is time we had one. If the pretended Governor, or Licu- 
tenant-Governor, by being independent on us for their fupport, 
are rendered incapable of cempleating acts of government, it is 
time, I fay, that we nad a lawful one to prefide, or that the pre- 
tended Governors were difmiffed and PUNISHED 2s USUR- 
PERS, and that the council, according to charter, fhould take 


upon themfelves the government of this. province. 
MUCIUS SCAVOLA. 
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HERE are certain perfons among us, whoin the com- 
mon concerns of life, do not exhibit any extravagant ma- 
lignity of difpofition, but no fooner do they enter the lifts of 


political warfare, they ftrip themfelves of all the focial virtues, 
and 
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and become the noifieft ye/pers of the whole pack. There are 


fome I would candidly fuppofe are not led from a love of dif- 


order or felf-exaltation to become adventurers in this de{perate 

ame ; but abfurdly imagine themfelves to be inftruments of 
uch little confequence, as not likely to do much mifchief: fuch 
perfons fhould remember, that frogs, lice ; ‘wermine the moft 
infignificant and defpicable have heretofore proved the moft fevere 
plagues to an unhappy kingdom. The towering elm frequent- 
ly erects its head to the regions of thunder unmolefted and 
uninjured, and bows at laft a victim to the deftructive probofcis 
of an infidious canker-worm. 


Tuereare others, may fhame mar their cheeks : who for the 
vain purpofe of creating a temporary importance to themfelves, or 
from the viler motzve of perfonal malice and revenge, take pleafure 
in producing diforder in the machine of government, and wicked- 
ly feek occafion to endanger the thipwreck of the commonwealth. 
Every fyftem of focial regulation is pregnant with the feeds of its 
diffolution : in free governments a prefumption of in.punity che- 
tifhes the drawler Faction, till it becomes that deffroying fiend 
rank, rank Repetition. No government perhaps has fufiered 
fuch aftonifhing viciffitudes as our own, from the unbridled am- 
bition, and daring phenzy of afpiring demagogues. That ne- 
ceffary fubordination, which conftitutes well-ordered government, 
is extremely difagreeable to certain enterprizing fpirits ; they ill 
brook fubjection, and exert all the malignant powers they pofiefs, 
to deftroy that neceffary diftinction, or grafp the balance and the 
rod into their own polluted hands: fuch are fome of our intol- 
jerant brethren. To part with fome proportion of our natural 
rights for the conftruction of a focial ftate, is a ftriking proof of 
human intelligence ; to abet the defigns, and join iffue with a 
Candidus, Leonidas, Muctus Scevola, and fome other fate-defperadoes, 
'n their ruinous meafures, is as ftriking a proof of the egregious 
folly and madnefs of mankind. Remember my beloved coun- 
crymen ! for the fake of yourfelves and pofterity remember, voe 
have fomething to lofe, but nothing to gain, by uniting in the 
cry of the feditious.  Machiavel gives an inftructive leffon to the 
PEOPLE, im his precept to kings. ‘ If you are defpotich (ad- 
«« dreffing himfelf to the monarch) chaffize the firft dawning of 
‘ popular diflurbance, let the rod anticipate the offence ; but if your 
«rule be limited, anda priviledged people betray a turbulent difpofition, 
“< encouraze a revolt, rather than prevent it, they will then fortunate- 
“ly furnijh you with a golden opportunity ta abridge them of their 
“© Tiherties, and add another arrow to the quiver of your power.” How 
defpicable is the {wagger of a prefumptuous demagogue ! Of what 
eftimation all his pretence of philanthrophy and patriotifm ! when 
the meafures he purfues, and fo ftrenuoufly urges, appear evidently 
calculated to produce inteftine commotions and publick calamity. 
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Tne firft Magiftrate of this province appears to be formally 
excluded from his fhare of government by one and another of 
our reftlefs malecontents. Madnefs may claim a priviledge to 
rave with impunity, but the wretch who exceeds the ufual enor- 
mities in a time of too frequent excefs, fhould not be fuffered to 
claim protection from the multitude of offenders.—Mucius Scevola 
has unhappily for himfelf uttered fuch bafe coin, that the execra- 
ble varnith of perfonal abufe can fcarcely make current : He had 
heretofore plucked up the rankeft weeds in the whole field of 
faction ; and has now farther tranfgreffed the bounds of decen- 
cy, and boldly launched forth on the yet unbeaten track of bare- 
faced rebellion. As this virulent ftate-quack may poflibly fuffer 
more than the feverity of criticifm I fhall be fparing in my re- 
marks. Not content with difturbing the publick tranquility by 
publications which have frequently put his ears in jeopardy, not 
content to affaffinate the moft facred and unimpeachable 
characters, who have through tendernefs, neglected to reftrain 
his infolence ; not affected by the lenity of that rod he has fo 
repeatedly merited, in his phrenzy he would amputate the 
hands which might juftly corre&t him.—Whether his Excellency 
draughted the whole or any part of the late proclamation, or 
whether the paffages which occafion fuch infinite abufe of the beft 
characters are really exceptionable is not my prefeht purpofe to 
enquire ; but admitting them not to be ftrictly conformable 
to the general conception, it by no means follows that the parties 
concerned in the draught are difhonoured thereby.—It is no un- 
warrantable conjecture to fuppofe that our brawling dablers in 
politicks may as probably err in their apprehenfions of the mat- 
ter, as that Mr. Hutchinfon who is certainly as well acquainted 
with the rights of the people as they can decently pretend to be 
thould at once forfeit an unblemifhed reputation, and defignedly 
endeavour to abufe the people-—To carry the matter {till farther, 
admitting the draught to be really faulty in the paragraphs ad- 
verted to, much is due to private opinion, and the candid will 
forever make fome allowance for mifapprehenfion.—But to ad- 
mit the vileft fuggeftion : Let us fuppofe however contrary to 
reafon afid happy experience that the prefent Commander in 
Chief had by numerous abufes of his power proclaimed himfelf 
to be a common enemy, by an unexampled courfe of profligacy 
had evidenced a total difregard to truth or religion—admit that 
he had defigned to impofe upon the ignorant and credulous, infult 
the wife and patriotick, and even affront the Majefty of Heaven 
in the late proclamation, all thefe by no means prove him guil- 
ty of ufurpation, by no means difqualify him for acts of go- 
vernment. 
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